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I 2000, when Bob
firsl |u';;i||
working full-time
as a photographer,
he locused his lens
il‘i'll.‘ll‘il‘l. Ll
.II|1{=11'.I|1H'*--
Howers, and
architecture.
1II.||}|rr||:,,"|| he had
dabbled in
portraiture, he
didn’t seriously
pursue Lhat
mterest until a
|||!"!‘|'ii||:'_'h :I;"llﬁ'_\
approached him
with a
commnussion., He
WWils ||f”F|\1'1i ;I”l't'
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COnee  upon  a  Itme.
there was an artist
named  Mike,  He
spent his early vears
m - a  dim world,
feeling solated  and
ﬁ[’HI'HT Lo express
himsell through art.







The shadows of doubt and
fear clouded his ereative
spirit, holding him  back
from sharing las  mner
world wilh olhers.
However, 1|{rt'l| within him.
there was a [heker of hope
and a longing tor vibrant
colors and beauty.









Today, Mike stands tall and
proud.  embracing  his
ourney lrom darkness Lo
ight. He is arateful for the
courage that led him to
unleash his ereativity  and
share his beautiful. colorful
arl with the world.







Mike's story serves as a
reminder that even in
the darkest of times,
there is always a spark
ol light  waiting 1o
illuminate  the path
towards sell-discovery
and happiness.







Mike is a sell<taunght artist
who  has ill'ﬁ't'ﬁ}]ll"[] a
distinetive  stvle  using
colored  peneils.  Despite
having  no  formal  anrt
education, he has a deep
passion  for  color  and
emplovs it in a very unique
way, creating vibrant and
expressive  pieces  that
caplure the viewer's
altenton,



Although he has not participated
in exhibitions or ecollaborations.
his  work  relleets a  personal
exploration ol color dynamies and
artistic CAPIession, Mike's
dedication to his eraft and  his
mnovative  approach 1o using
colored pencils set him apart in the
art world. showeasing the beauty
and versatility of this medium,




MIKE

ALCOMMICRKEYSHORESHINE
+ VIHCHAEL DAMNIEL










INK AND IDENTITY

CELEBRATING
DIVERSITY AND
CHALLENGING
T A B O O S

WILBUR BEGAN HI5
ARTISTIC JOURNEY IN 2013
THROUGH ART THERAPY
SESSIONS AT THE
VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION. AS A
VETERAN, ART PROVIDED A
HEALING QUTLET FOR HIM,
ALLOWING HIM TO
EXPLORE SELF-EXPRESSION
AMND EMOTIONAL
RECOVERY. DESPITE NOT
HAVING FORMAL
TRAINING, WILBUR
TAUGHT HIMSELF VARIOUS
TECHNIQUES, EVENTUALLY
GRAVITATING TOWARDS
INK BASED ART
INCLUDING LINOLEUM
PRESS, SUMIE, AND PEN
WORK.









WILBUR'S WORK FOCUSES
OM CELEBRATING THE
BEAUTY OF LARGE, BEAR,
AND MATURE MEN: AN
OFTEMN
UNDERREPRESENTED
GROUP IN BOTH
MAINSTREAM AND FINE
ART. USING THE SIMPLICITY
OF INK, WILBUR
COMNTRASTS THE
MINIMALISM OF THE
MEDIUM WITH THE
VIBRANT, UNAPOLOGETIC
PRESENCE OF HIS
SUBJECTS. HIS PORTRAYAL
OF THESE MEN
HIGHLIGHTS BODY
POSITIVITY AND
CHALLENGES
CONVENTIONAL BEAUTY
STANMDARDS,
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WILBUR'S ARTISTIC MISSION
GOES BEYOMD
REPRESENTATIOM. HE 15
PASSIONATE ABOUT
TRAMNSFORMING TABOO
SEXUAL STYLES, LIKE KINK,
FETISH, AMD BDSM, INTO FINE
ART. BY INCORPORATING
THESE ELEMEMNTS INTO HIS
WORK, HE AIMS TO
CHALLENGE SOCIETAL
TAROOS AMD ELEVATE
EXPRESSIONS OF SEXUALITY
INTO THE REALM OF ARTISTIC
SOPHISTICATION. HIS WORK
BRINGS FORWARD
COMNVERSATIONS ABOUT
sEXUAL DIVERSITY AMD
INCLUSIVITY, MAKING SPACE
FOR INTIMACY, DESIRE, AND
HUMAN COMPLEXITY WITHIN
THE FINE ARTS.












THROUGH HIS ART, WILBUR
CONTINUES TO EXPLORE THE
LINES BETWEEN TRADITION AND
SUBVERSION, QFFERING A
UNIGQUE AMND BOLD PERSPECTIVE
OMN BOTH MODERN QUEER
IDENTITIES AND SEXUAL
EXPRESSION.,
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YNRARTEBYWILBUR@GMAIL.COM
B L U E S K Y
@MIZARV.BSKY.5S50CIAL
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WILEURHURLEYART.COM
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